CHAPTER IX
(i) De Joinville's Memoirs on the 7th Crusade
WE have already said that Jean de Joinville,
counseller and biographer of Louis IX, left
on his death memoirs which dealt not only
with the history of his King, but also recorded annals
of the combats fought in Egypt during the seventh
Crusade (1249 AJD,), and with certain Egyptian affairs
of that age which he minutely described. We have
quoted what this historian wrote on the use of the
Greek Fire by the Egyptian Army and the terror and
defeat caused to his countrymen by its terrible havoc.
As these memoirs of de Joinville are one of the most
valuable documents of the Crusades and have special
value to the history of Egypt, we reserve this chapter
to the historian and his memoirs.
Joinville, or Sire Joinville, was born about 1224
A,D. and accompanied his King, Saint Louis, at the
head of his knights and soldiers in the seventh
Crusade which sailed from French waters on August
28, 1248. This expedition was one of the greatest
Crusades ; in fact it was the beginning of a new chapter
of these barbarian wars. The Latin Kingdom founded
by Godfrey de Bouillon and his knights in Jerusalem
did not last more than eighty years, and then crumbled
under the heavy strokes of Salah-ud-Din. The Holy
Land was restored to the authority of Islam and the
Crusaders retreated to their forts on the coast The
Crusaders resolved, on the downfall of their kingdom
in Jerusalem, to transfer the field of struggle to Egypt
in order to destroy that power which had crushed their
expeditions and upset their plans. They came to
Egypt for the first time in the days of Al-Malik